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520 Note. [Oct. 1840. 

is not of degree, but of kind ; and things differing in kind 
(though admitting preference) cannot be compared. Many 
persons seem not to be aware of this, or that the same subject 
may be painted by twenty artists, and yet be treated differently 
by each, provided the artists have all minds of their own. Now 
between Mr. Martin's Belshazzar and mine, there is not a sin- 
gle point of resemblance ; nor could there well be, since each 
was conceived according to the character of our individual 
minds. Yet does not this characteristic difference preclude a 
deep sympathy between us. At least, I answer for myself, 
that he could not wish for more than I have often felt under 
the spell of his genius. 

" And here, (since I am now, however unwillingly, before the 
public,) I may as well say to those who might look for any 
thing like architectural display in my picture, that they will 
certainly be disappointed ; indeed the small space of back- 
ground which my composition allows, would not admit of it ; 
but, were it even much larger, I should never dream of con- 
tending with Martin in architectural magnificence, in which 
he stands alone. 

"A word more. Since some allusion also has been made to 
my studies in England, I trust I may be pardoned if I avail 
myself of the present opportunity to say, that I owe much of 
whatever knowledge I may possess of my art to the English 
school ; my connexion with which, — and no less from respect 
than affection, — I shall ever hold in high value. As a body, 
the English artists are full of talent ; and, were it not that to 
those omitted it might seem invidious, it would give me pleas- 
ure to name many individuals among them who deservedly 
hold a high rank in the art. 

" Very respectfully, 

" Your obedient servant, 

" Washington Allston. 

" Cambridge Port, June, 1840." 



NOTE 

TO ARTICLE III. OF NUMBER 108. 

It is stated, (p. 65,) in relation to a speech of Lord Dor- 
chester, as follows. " Chief Justice Marshall pronounced it 
spurious, without stating the grounds of his judgment. In this 
opinion he is followed by Mr. Sparks." On recurring to what 
Mr. Sparks says on the subject, we do not find that he express- 
es a decided opinion, but merely mentions that there were dif- 
ferent sentiments in regard to the authenticity of the speech. 



